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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Ultimate Team Challenge for Scouts & Explorer Scouts
This popular and challenging event is open to Scouts & Explorer Scouts, with classes to suite all abilities. Teams follow a carefully planned route and visit manned check-points. Leaders are on hand, providing a safety network of support and there are ‘sweepers’ to help those in difficulty. This is not a race! Hikers who drop out one day can start again the next, and full support is offered to beginners. 

It is also an ideal opportunity for Scouts/Explorers to use the event as a starting point for the Hiker Badge, and counts towards the Hikes Away Activity Badge. 

This major District Event normally requires a large adult team; in the past every section from Beavers to Scout Active Support has kindly provided assistance. If you can help, please make contact as soon as possible. There are some very comfortable check points this year!

Explorer Class: Teams should be experienced, capable and self-sufficient for the weekend, carrying all their kit with them. Full route cards will need to be completed for both days. For a reduced score, tents and equipment can be transported direct to the campsite allowing participants to only carry a day sack with rations, first aid kit and waterproofs. Age: 14-18 years. Teams compete for the District Championship Trophy.

Scout Class: Teams should be experienced, capable and self-sufficient for the weekend, carrying all their kit with them. A day one Route Card should be handed in before setting out on the second day*. A photo observation challenge will be completed on the second day. For a reduced score, tents and equipment can be transported direct to the campsite allowing participants to only carry a day sack with rations, first aid kit and waterproofs. Age: 10.5 – under 14 years (Scouts). Teams compete for the District Scout Championship Trophy. 

Training Class: As for Scout Class except the team to be accompanied for the duration of the hike by a Leader for training purposes; they will be scored but will not be eligible to compete for the Scout Trophy.

Teams are to consist of 3 to 5 young persons per team (mixed teams allowed) equipment cannot be shared between teams. 

Locations/Times:    Explorer Class Start: Saturday from 08.00 approx at (Location TBC)*

                             Scout Class Start: Saturday from 09.00 approx at (Location TBC)*

                             Training Class: Start: Saturday from 10.00 approx at (Location TBC*

Overnight Stop:   Gravesham (TBC)

Finish: 	     times is to be confirmed.
Teams not expected to finish by the appointed time each day will be collected and ferried to the finish point.

Equipment:  Per team: Hike Tents, stoves and food, 2 maps & compasses, 2 fully charged mobile phones. Digital camera. (2 Hi-Viz jackets will be issued at the start of the event and must be worn by the lead walker and tail-end walker at all times)

Per member:  Group/Unit T-shirt and Neckerchief (to be worn on hike) First aid kit, sleeping bag, waterproofs & spare clothes, packed in a rucksack or day sack for rations etc if equipment not to be carried.

Note: No team member will be permitted to start the hike carrying more than 25% of their own body weight. 
Team & Kit inspections will be held at the start of each day and campsite inspection Saturday evening & Sunday morning.

Maps:	OS 147 / 163 TBC

Footwear:   	Walking shoes/boots. No trainers.

Team Scoring      Inspection:	Kit/Personal	Saturday AM	max	10 points per team
				Campsite	Saturday PM 	max	10 points per team			             Campsite	Sunday AM	max	10 points per team				Kit/Personal	Sunday AM	max	10 points per team

Team arriving at each checkpoint carrying full kit.                      10 points per checkpoint
Team arriving at each checkpoint carrying reduced kit	        5 points per checkpoint	
Full team completing all of each day (with or without kit)             Bonus	50 points per day
Part of team completing all of each day (with or without kit)        Bonus	25 points per day	
:
Photo Observation Challenge: 5 photos at 10 points each. 
This will require a digital photo of as many team members as possible at locations that show the journey along the route. These should be emailed to adcscouts@graveshamscouts.org.uk no later than midnight on Friday 28th September 2018 by the troop / Unit leader.

Route Cards: Complete route card Max 50 points for each day’s route card.
These can either be handed in at the end of each day or together by midnight on Friday 28th September 2018.




Gravesham District Hike 2018

Troop/Unit ………………………………………………………..………..	Leader …………………..………………………………………………….
(Joint Troop/Unit teams can compete; please specify)

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………..


Phone No: ………………………………………………………………………………….E-Mail: …………….………………………………………………


Signed: …………………………………………………………………………………………….Appointment: …………………………………………..


I will be able to help on 1st / 2nd / both days, & …………………………………………………….will also be able to help.
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(Please photocopy this sheet if entering more teams)


Payment Included: ………………………… teams (at £5.00 per head) Total: £………………….(3 to 5 per team)


(Cheques payable to Gravesham District Scout Council)

Any surplus or deficit relating to this event will be paid into or taken from General Funds

A fully completed and signed District Hike Participant Agreement is required for each competitor. Preferably Forms and monies should be handed to me by the closing date. However, as we live in the real world. So long as you have emailed me a list of the Scouts/Explorers in your team(s). Then forms and monies handed in on the day are acceptable. You will receive your start information on receipt of your email.

Please be aware: Any team or individual who are/is not suitably equipped for the event, or, do not have the completed permission form(s) with them will not be allowed to start. It will then be passed to the Leader entering the team to resolve.

CLOSING DATE: Sunday 16th September 2018

Forms to: 

Darren Stanford, 109 Park Ave, Northfleet, Kent. DA11 8DQ
Tel: 07866331649 adcscouts@graveshamscouts.org.uk
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